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Aguin the vifaln torned pale, but recovering
iy self possession, be eried :

“] om inncosst of this dsmasble charge! Tis
o%asm fand! Whe is my sccaser’ '

“] am authorized to answer no questions,sir!”
eplied the man. ‘‘I'repare, olr, to coms with
e

*spN, thes I shal son be diccharged. 1 defy
gou Lo produce evidence thst was the mur-
derat, & gentioman of my standing In soclety !
T scanlialons! Before [ go, I wish this cere-
mony, which you have interrupted, conclad-
ed”

“It is impossible for me to gratify that wish,
beslden, the lady % in no condition for such a
thing.” And be pointed to where Julis lay
somselem on the loungs. The villain guashed
Mis toeth with rage, as he reallzed the state of
iy, and there was an internal quivering be
strove ia vain to subdue.

“This is » disbolical plot,” he ejacalatad, ‘S0
r-b-l—,hahl < mmitted

months ago; do not think 16 frighten
e, oit. 1shall prove the falsensss of this charge
balure the court, and yem shali suffer for this
outtageons is justics. You shall dearly pay for
Shis stigms upon my character; before the people
hereassembli d, | dec'sre [ am innocent of this
ol dend™

Bealped thought by thls means, to Imprem
upon the minds of those present, & tenss of his
incocenss, and the fouiness of the chars.

“Whe are the witnessss agalost me,” he re-
saméd. *“There ire—tbere can be none! Give
me thalr mamer. Ab, you 4> not spesk —there
aremecs whe date acease me of tuch & des), 8
- lad Worthy of & midnight assrasin; the sudac.

“Oome olr;" lnterrupted the oflicer, "I ¢an
ne more time.'
: thought s moment, and then ex 3'aim..
“ »
“rea
to ba it
Well, ar, l,n are willing Lo procoesd pesce-
by with ue, I stall not us» furce, I should be
to %o the latter.”
made no reply,bat tursed ‘oward J wiis,

Myu immedistely, the sooner

<4 ﬁv.ﬂwbh.

"Yitheut delguing to speak to the othars, and

;_’ with dark gad lowerlag brow, he followed his

,seonduster, & eartiage was In waiting at the end
+ gt the sveans, he sprang in fodowed by the lat-

"0, tat, Whe gave dires lons to the driver to procesd
2 %0 the sourt B:siss, 8° the south east end of the

e

s

willage, near Youwst ropd. Consternation had
‘Selzed most of the party at the Hall, se this ter-
mination of an affu.r 50 quidly beguo; se thril-
lingly erded. Virginia had sunk terror stricken

. mpia s st In ote of the deep and sbade? algoves

of tharcom; Mr. and Mre. Kemsen looked on
bewillered and smazed, the neighbors we'e af-
frighted and speochless, and graduslly left the
house, betaking themselves to their carriaggs, in
waltiag st the door, Mre. Ramsen, after she had
recoverad from her sstonlshment, bathought her-
sk of Julis, who still lay loanimate where the
Colonsl bad placed ber, and directed Harry who
with ths former and Me, Brown, were the only
ones who unterstosd the matter, to obtain some
res‘eratives; Lo hastened upon his errand and
poom roturted with the decired articles. It was
some time bif re the was awaened toconsiouss
pess, end then justantly reabiziog bow Wfa'ry
stoed, her aye falling on Browr, she beckoned
bim 1o ber :1de, and wh epered.

“In Me securcd 7 1s he o polsoner ?”

“On Lis way to the guard house,”
he.

Virgiota at this moment came forth from the
aleove, wad joiniag tTarry io the shadow of ths
beav y eustalus, icquired in tremulous tones, the
maaning of what had so lately trapspired. He
eoalng £ peasons fur conotslmeft, replicd, that
Nelogm Bradford was the suppossd murderer of
his lats brother, George, and that he had been
betrayed, azd eontequeatly arrested.

“And why et this hour, whea on the eve of
his marrisge i

“'Twas deemed better thus; but Virginia,
drive this upplessant suhjec fiom your mind.”

“"Tis ot s0 ensl'y dons vs you may imaglas,”
whe rajlied “‘Harry, weare you aware of tils,

top'led

o ;, - L

gottem =
"Iul-mﬂhhnuulu
room.”
1t wes trus; aflet recelvisg the answer Lo
quastion, Julis had thanked Mrs. Rempen
har aitentions, and begyed her to asalet ber

190 Mo too indu'gent, tes Miod for

ber beom; whea (g hadl renched 1, Wirs, Rem-
oén ravy the bell for the maid, whe hastened (o
anawor the summons, and te dlsrobe

In

f:l tole Missus sumila was suie to happen, far
to-night, when she tole me to brought her hem
like's if 'se crazy, fotehed her de one wid de
black all round it, an dle Ant Chlos in de kitchin
dar, ‘clared dat thar was sure gomefin dredfal to
bappie, for the orce hurd of & gal"—

““There Rosa, don't talk g0 much, my head
aches #o !"

“1 knew ‘twould, Missus. [ bin tellin yer
this las’ week, dat yer didn’t look so well as
usual. Gwine to deay, fungs am "fecte "

And thus she rastled on, untll arranging Julia
in & looss wrapper, hat work was completed,
then sbe hastened to the kitchen, where the eol-
ared of the inhabliants wers anjoying
themrelven. Whan she had gone, Mrs, Remsen
forebore to interrupt the reverie imbo which Julia
bad fallen,and quietly stepping away, joined the
group below.

“Ab, Nrs. Remsén,” exelaimed Brown, ‘‘how
did you leave Mrs, Cranlife ?*

“Mech better, sir.”

“Did she converse -nh-ul mny quer=
tlons 7"

“Ncre ot all, Sbe scomed to deaire rest and
solitude, so I loft the room, not wishing to dis-
tarb her.”

‘‘Her terves appear to be much shattersd, ob
served the Colonel,

“Yery mueh, sir, It ssems by over sxcite-
ment. This sudden imterruption bas no doubt
cansed it, though her maid remarked that she
has seemud Lo be falling for the last week."

“] votieed this evening,” ssld Harry, *‘that
he appeared paler than her wont, and her eyes
were fired with unasturel light.”

“Who was the infurmant agslnst Mr. Brad-
ford 7 at this moment interruptod Mr, Kemeen,
“This is so strange an occurrenocs, | feel some.
what [zterested in it.”

All ey e turned upen Lhe lavw yer, aa he roplied
in low, accented tonca.

“Julia Craniiffy !

“Julis Cranliffe!™ reschosd from Mr. and Mrs.
Remsér, and Virginia.

VM:s, Ceanliffe, the who sto:d with bim so
short a time ago, to bs made his wife?'

“SlLe never intended to basuch,” said Rrown,
smiling st their natural astonishment.
“Birgular, ain't (17" and he applied the inev
itab’e 1¢d hardkerchief to his nose.

“What can it mean?" exclalmed Virglnia
‘The m) stery increases,”

“Humph!" exc'simed the sttorzey, *‘the cae
I simply this. Firstly, Mi. Cranliffe was found
stabbud to the heart ; secondly, the murderer
was not fuurd, the crima fastened Itself upos no
particular person, until, Mrs. Cranliffe was led
to suspect Dradford. She meditated revenge,
and ag reed to become his wife, by this means be
wanted to get at her property; she some tiote
ago communicat-d the clicumstancs to ms, and
we marked out & course of setion, and have fol-
lowed it.”

*Then ber falnting was not caused by fright
at his anest #"

“Not at all, sir, merely the expressson of her
overv orked feslings."

In the kitchen of Canliffe Hall, thare was s
grand speculation golng on. Aust Chlos occupled
the seat of honor, or speskers chalr, they ware
evidently on tiptos of expectation, for eager
glances of white eysballs toward the doos, ware
frequently repeste?;at this moment Rosa entered,
ber eyes rolled up, and a loock of mysterions
meaning upon her dusky features,

‘Well, Rosey,” began Chloe, as the diviaity
entered. ‘‘What news ls da' 1 see beamin' bn
your face 1" ]
Roes clapped ber apron to her face, aad stood
swayiag to and fio, erying, ‘‘oh, ob, ob, ob, ¢b,
Lord I* without answeting, and It was not
before the rest, upon whom, this had a apow
offict, began to make the same doleful nobe,
locking in cach other's face In valn for an expls-
nation.

At leng'h the tumult subsided, sné Rese man-
sged to eay :

“Missus Leen takin slck an' gove Lo her room,
Masta Dra furd ‘sested, and takin away, 1'se
stardin’ outside listenin', whea dat took
place!™

“For sha r e, y ou sasay ilirt, to be listenin' to
doconversashinn ob degesta. [ gess yor wouldn't
1 ke Missus to kotch yer at dat, | dida't tell yer
to listen."

“Wha' der, Aunt (‘hice P*

“To reeond tar, et ile, to reconoter.
“Yur pes‘n't sho v yer larals’ roun’ me,” re
plied Rese; *‘dai’s only de periite woed for lis-
ter,

“You'd better respec’ yer betters Miss! Wha
de matter wid missus ? pr'aps she's dyin dis
blessed min't, while you're standin gossipin yer
tie away."

“she aint ro sich ting, she recovered an' [ lag
ore ob de white fulks, takin charge ob ber."
“Waa ¢o white Lolks akeort 7" asked Jim, the
eoachman.

“Tou'd better belish dey was! Missus faluted
ded away; and 5 oung Misre Romsen turned white
a3 & sheet, the res’ ob dem way all frightened
enuf, I tell yor! I didn't take much noties ob
dem, kaze I bad t' watch de ofiror.”

“Ofisams in dis blessed house! Wha' are we
comiu' to? Pust my beluted mases kil ‘sd stone
ded an' gone to heaben, den missus she Foss to
marry Masea Bradfo:d, an' he ‘rested and taken
to de lock: up, de Lor' knows flor what |"”

“§Well, Avnt Calos, I'el just tell yon whi ‘tls
he's 'rested for den, as I tiok a pusson art al-
fots to know de chief ting in sich like pases,
Fust, Aunt Chles, I'll jlst trouble you for dat
cheer, 'fore I begin de narration.”

“Yeou confident minx ! Tink 1'se gwinatoglh
up ¢is seat to hear your trash? [ den's bellsve
& word of Jt, now ! and Auni Chlos brought hee
foot dewn u the floor with emphasis,
*Dere's nudder choor good 'ouf for any young
ilirt such as you is; if you don't like it, you esn
stan'! For sbame, to sbuse yer I s you
do! Gib vp dis cheer!—'deed and 1 Hiak ¥
won'e !’ }
“Cumy cum, Rosay,” sald Sambo, snother
specimen of vhe woolly race, who was partisus
larly sweet oa Rose, *‘just you cum an' sit down
by me, honey, and gib de infarmashun; lst Auat
Chilos Keep dat seat, if abe won't gib it up!"
“[{eld your tongas! you good fer nutbin:

—_ whea you eau Jored uula,ll.nll. bWm the othar ‘.lmlpnllno ' Fse sbout,”
oy er conslderable persunsion, Ross
'_'_"-u' T v mdmuu.u-m by Bam, and edited
AR “Amd ¢l you fear to Lrust mr’ﬂppnﬂd bar hewrers wi b an exaggerated a-n-uuo'
e amproschiully, ﬁﬁn&mumwu.
- Vigginia LD wil bs the def ob Mussus '™ exclalmed
~ v 'm:luu'::h,::z"hnl.:t : hz Ohiog, @a she concluded,  * Sha's bla dallin’ AN,
T Camine b Ahamucderer.  Now liis kao i opea- | 1008 ‘,,‘“' Do thlle locks pele and keere-
i -:t Ay, 1om relensed.” wein.
,!:M'u Sz ealy roply waa, | O ords, and shakes of tha Bead, fol-
. “ e 454 sested ber Bosd upen his low f*ﬁ‘""'"""‘“‘”‘ :
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others. Ever acd avon the warden guveingule-
llnglu.ugu. prisoner through his lrom .
.“m-dibulmﬂ-m-l
n-mcn-htm situstion be eccupled;
-m._..hhlooht gefal and pleasant, and
peady to “smile” with a friend, be waa
'w Il pie rules and regulations with those
pls charge; ke geterslly knew when he
..‘ s desperste chamseter to deal with and
acted accordingly; but be wee
purled with Bradforé, his gent'smanly
ce, his pale, determined countemance, |
the readiness with which he accompanied him,
put Mr, Tim Benoet In considerabls of & quan~
‘.,y At length, they reached & wooden dogr,
strongly barred with iron, and Heanett drawing | fik
a bunch cf keys from his belt, selected one from
the numbser, and applied It to thelock, .
A moment more, and he threw it open, and
efitering, beckoned him to do the sams. Brad-
ford besitated as be glanced in, and bebeld the
narrowr, grim losking walls, the small Iron bad«
a.l.thlmhnlnow.rﬂh an ol ehalr and
table In ome cormer. 'fwas & dreary, dreary

#What a p'ace In which to put a gentleman!”
he exelalmed, turnivg to the officer.

+Tin the best hare,” ha replied, “A priven
cannot be ea pected to con'aln the luxuries of &
drawing room, Guilt should not assoclate with
sueb i

#But, alr, you do not desm me guilty of thiy
heincus erime ? I am innocent, as [ will prove.,”

] trust you are; I trust you may prove the
charge Is falss, but you know I must do my
duty. 1have been ordered to place you haere,
and I cannot violats the command. As you are
& gentleman, you surely cannot wish ms to do
00, and cousequently will cause me and yourself
ne trouble, for, though I should be sorry to do
ecmpelled to do to, I must use furce, if gentle
means do not avail.”

One glance Bradford gave ioto his face, to as-
sure himeolf of the latter's determiastion, and
then stepped over the threshold into the eell.
He looked around contemptaously, while Ben-
pet, who had stationed himeelf behind him,
wodded knowingly to his friend.

#fq there anyihing you require for the pres.
ant?” asked the latter,

“Nothing.” replied he, rather sullealy, and
then, as they were turning awasy with the lan-

‘.'?Am!tohl.!llndnrkm?'

“[am acrry, sir, but you are."”

““Well go!" cried Bradford, bitterly, ‘but, la
the morning, 1 require pem, iak, and paper. 1
sball scon be reloased from this den.”
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